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TESTIMONY OF A LIFETIME. 


BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 
— 


BLV O VID MIrAnIN,—I have been 
requested to give a brief outline of m 
life and association with the Churc 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
In order for me to comply with such 
a request my communication must of 
necessity be excvedingly brief, to be 
suitable for an article in a magazine 
like the “ Contributor.” 


ysville, 


wego County, New York; but he is 


day and time. Althoug 
Os- ters of the day taught that the faith, 


| when 


nearly blind. Iam still living in Salt 
Lake City. My mother died June 11 
1808, at Avon, Connecticut, aged 
twenty-six years, leaving me fifceen 
months old. My father was a miller, 
as was also his father before hi 
— occupation I followed un 
1832. 

At an early age my mind was exer- 
cised upon religion, although I did 
not make any profession thereof until 
1830. I did not then — any chure 
for the reason that I could not fi 
any denomination whose teachin 
faith, and practice with the 
ordinances and gifts of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as taught by Him in His 
the minis- 


gifts, graces, miracies, and ordinances 
which the ancient Saints enjoyed were 


y | done away and were no longer needed, 


I did not believe it to be true, only 


as they were done away through the 


Se — of men. I 
5 same gifts, graces, mir- 
acles, and power would be manifest 
i of the world as in another, 
had a Church upon thé 


sʒʃ3RCZ 
— P::— — . . . . 

I was born March 1, 1807. My 
father’s name was Aphek Woodruff. 
My mothers name was Beulah 
Thompson, She had three sons—Az- 
mon, born November 29, 1802; Ozem 
Thompson, born December 22, 1804; 
Wilford, born March 1, 1807. All 
three are living at this date ;* Azmon 
at my farmhouse in Farmers W. 
Ozem Thompson, at D: 

Since this written, m 
brother Asmon 8 life, at m 
rr the 14th of Janu 

am. . 
nesday, January, 16th, after which his mor- 
were goneigned te the ‘tomb.— 
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earth, and a people who would * 
His ordinances as in ancient days. 
believed the Church of God would be 
re-established upon the earth, and 
that I should live to see it. These 
rinciples were riveted upon my mind, 
rom the perusal of the Old and New 
Testament, and with fervent 
that the Lord would show me what 
was right and what was wrong, and 
lead me in the path of salvation with- 
out any regard to the opinions of 


men. 

The whisperings of the Spirit of 
the Lord for a space of three years 
taught me that the Lord was about to 
set up His Church and kingdom in 
the earth, in the last days, in fulfill- 
ment of promises made by ancient 
prophets and apostles who spoke as 
they were moved upon by the inspira- 
tion of Almighty God. hile in this 
state of mind I went with my brother 
Azmon to Richland, Oswego County 
New York. We bought a farm an 
commenced business. In December, 
1833, two Mormon Elders, viz., Zera 
Pulsipher and Elijah Cheney, came 
into our town and stopped at our 
house, Elder Pulsipher said he was 
commanded by the Spirit of the Lord 
to §° into the north country, and he 
and Elder Cheney had walked from 
Fabins via Syracuse, nearly sixty miles 
through deep snows, and our house 
was first place-he felt impelled to 
stop at. He appointed a meeting at 
the schoolhouse which I attended, 
and on hearing him preach I felt that 
his sermon was the first Gospel ser- 
mon I had ever heard in my life. I 
invited these Elders home, and spent 
the night in conversation and in read- 
ing the Book of Mormon. I was 
thoroughly convinced it was a true 
record of the word of God. My brother 
Azmon and myself offered ourselves 
for baptism, and on the 3lst day of 
December, 1833, Elder Pulsipher went 
with us to the creek and baptized us, 

with two other persons, we being the 
first baptized in Oswego County. 
Eight others were soon added to our 
numbers, and on the 2nd of January, 
1834, Elder Pulsipher organi a 
branch of the Church with twelve 
members, and ordained my brother 
Amon and Noah Holten Elders, and 


a Teacher. This was the com- | 
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mencement of my association witb 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Saints. 

rom that day I have closely asso- 
ciated with the leaders of the Church 
in all their history, until the present 
day. I traveled with Joseph Smith 
and company known as Zion’s Camp, 
from Kirtland to Clay County, Mis- 
souri, upwards of one thousand miles. 
I wrote a good portion of the history 
of that important event. The ex- 
— gained in traveling with the 

phet of God in the company of 
two hundred and five, mostly young 
men, was of great benefit to those 
who were disposed to make a right 
use of their e 
rival in Clay County I took up my 
abode at Lyman Wight’s, with Tilton 
Hyde, Milton Holmes, me Elias 
Higbee, and some of the Whitmers. 
I attended the meetings of the Prophet 
Joseph while he was in Clay County, 
A the Presidency of that 
Stake of Zion and os David 
Whitmer as President. 

I was still holding the office of a 
Teacher, and knowing for myself that 
the fulness of the Gos 1 of Christ, 
which God had revealed to Joseph 
Smith, was true, I had a great desire 
to preach it to the inhabitants of the 
earth, but as a Teacher I had no 
ae to preach the Gospel to the 
world. went into the forest near 
Lyman Wight’s, one Sunday eveni 
aside from the abodes of men 
made my desire known unto the Lord. 
I prayed that the Lord would open 
my way and give me the privilege of 
preaching the Gospel. I * not —— 
my request expecting any honor from 
man, for I knew that the preaching of 
the Gospel was attended with hard 
labor and persecution, While I 
was ® praying, the Spirit of the Lord 
rested upon me, and testified to me 
that my prayer was heard, and that 
my request would be granted. I 
arose to my feet and walked some 
three hundred yards into a broad road 
rejoicing. As | came into the road I 
saw J ~ Elias Higbee standing be- 
fore me. As I walked to him be said, 
“Wilford, the Lord has revealed to 
me that it is your daty to go into 
vineyard of 
Gospel.” I 


rience. On my ar- 


off 
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will of the Lord I was ready to go. I 
did not tell him tnat IL had been pray- 


ing for that privilege. I had been 
—— at — Wight's with 
Judge Hi for months, and it was 


the first time he had ever named such 
a thing to me. 

At a meeting of the High Council 
at Lyman Wight's Clay County, Mis- 
sourl, November 5, 1834, I was or- 
dained a Priest by Elder Simeon 
Carter, and Bishop Edward Partridge 
appointed Eider Henry Brown and 
myself a mission to the Southern 
States. On the 13th of January, 1835, 
I received an honorable discharge 
from Lyman Wight, as having per- 
formed my duties faithfully in Zion’s 
— and Elder Henry Brown and 
myself started upon our mission. 

e crossed into Jackson County and 
bowed our knees upon that land and 
returned thanks to the Lord, prayed 
for His protection from the hands of 
wicked men and mobs, and went on 
our way rejoicing. I started upon 
this my first mission in life without 
—— or scrip to h the Gospel of 

esus Christ. We traveled through 
Jackson County, living mostly upon 
parched corn until we got out of the 
county. We 2 one night with 
Mr. Jerew, the Indiau trader, on the 
Osage River. The next day we walked 
sixty miles and lay on the floor of a 
house without anything to eat, and 
walked next morning twelve miles 
before getting b — making 
seventy-two miles’ travel without 
food. We passed into Arkansas Ter- 
ritory, and spent several weeks at 
— . ohn — we passed 

a very singular experience 

with Mr. Alexander Akeman and 
others (a full statement of which is 
published in the eighteenth number 
of Vol. VIII of the Deseret News). 
We cut down a cottonwood tree, and 
in two days dug out a canoe four feet 
wide and twelve feet long, and rowed 
down the Arkansas river one hundred 
and thirty-five miles, to Little Rock, 
ing our food by the way. At 
Little we took the military road, 
having tied up our canoe, and waded 
the great Mississippi swamp to Mem- 
phis, Tenn., nearly one hundred and 
seventy-five miles, most of the way 
in mud and water knee deep. Brother 


Kirtland 


Brown took a steamer at Memphis, 
and returned to Kirtland, while I tra- 
veled alone to middle Tennessee. 

On my arrival at Memphis I called 
upon Mr. Jackson, who kept a public 
house, and asked to stay over night. 
When I said I was a preacher he ex- 
pressed his belief that I was an im- 
postor, and insisted that I should 
preach to a congregation that he would 
gather ther, and they should judge 
whether I was a p er or not. I 
spoke an hour and a quarter to a 
crowded house, and so many things 
were revealed concerning themselves 
that I do not think the same congre- 
gation will ever meet again for the 
same purpose. I met with Elders 
David Patten and Warren Parrish, in 
middle Tennessee, and labored with 
them to the end of the year 1835. 
Elder Parrish ordained me an Elder 
on the 28th of June, 1835. I was or- 
dained a Seventy and enrolled as a 
member of the second quorum of 
Seventies on the 3lst day of May 
1836, by Elders David Patten and 
Warren Parrish. I traveled and 
preached in Tennessee from the 27th 
of March, 1835, until the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1836, at which time I was re- 
leased to return to Kirtland. I or- 
ganized the first 2 of Saints 
in the South to go to Far West, which 
numbered twenty-two souls. While 
holding the office of an Elder in Ten- 
nessee eleven months, I traveled two 
thousand five hundred and thirty- 
seven miles, held one hundred and 
eighty-two meetings, baptized forty- 
eight, ordained two ders, two 
Priests, three Teachers, eight Dea- 
cons, and blessed nineteen children. 
On the 2nd of October, 1836, I started 
for Kirtland in company with A. O. 
Smoot and Jesse Turpin, and arrived 
at Kirtland on the 25th of October, 
1836, when I had a happy meeting 
with the Prophet, Aposties, and El- 
ders in the Temple of the Lord. I 
spent the winter of 1836-7 in Kirt- 
land, and attended the schvol taught 
by Professor Haws, studying English 
and Latin grammar. I was set apart 
us a member of the first quorum of 
Seventies on the 3rd of January, 1837, 
I attended the meeting and received 
my w and anointiugs in the 
emple in the spring of 
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1837. I then passed through all the | opened. The Spirit of the Lord rested 
troubles and stirring events of that upon us and testified to us that our 
period. prayers would be answered. As we 
On the 18th of April, 1837, I was | arose from our — . a sloop came 
8 in marriage with Miss Phebe | sailing into the harbor. We went to 
. Carter, of Scarborough, Maine, at the captain and enquired where be 

the bouse of the Prophet Joseph was going. He said right thro 
Smith. The ceremony was performed | the nel to Vinal ven. He 
by President Frederick G. Williams, | took us on board and landed us on 
and we were blessed by the Patriarch, | North Fox Island, at two o'clock in 
Father Joseph Smith. Forty-eight | the morning. We commenced preach- 
days from this event, on the 31st of | ing in the Baptist meeting house on 
Muy, I took the parting hand of my the 20th of August. Bruther Hale 
wife and all my friends in Kirtland, | stayed with me one month and twelve 
and upon a mission to Fox | days (The history of this mission is 
Islands, in the Vine Haven Bay, in | published in full in No. 20, Vol. VIII. 
the State of Maine. I was accom- | Deseret News). Brother Hale started 
by Elder Milton Holmes and | for Kirtland October ud; I accom- 

onathan H. Hale. On our journ 

we Lake Ontario and visi 
the Saints, attended conference, ad- 
ministered to the sick, and evil spirits 
were subject to us by the power of 
God. We continued our journey, re- 
armington, my native place, and for 
the first time since I had joined the 
Ohurch visited my father’s house. I 
the Gospel to my 1 


dream I had when I was eight years 

old. On my return from Fox Islands 

I baptized my father, stepmother, and 

only sister, also Dwight Webster, a 

Methodist class leader, who was 

bearding at my fathers house. I 
ized a small 


branch of the 
Ohurch of nine —— eight of ised a com three 
whom were my relatives. I preached | of those I had entiond Mis- 
to a large congregation in the Metho- souri in the Fall of 1838. they 
nothing 
the main- 
Scarborough wagons, 
ted her father’s out for 
ouse, it being my first visit. I was of Oc- : 
kindly receiv our travels. We 
On the 19th of 1837, I took | traveled through rain, mud, frost, and | 
the steamer | „at Portland with | snow, with much suff and buried 
Elder Hale, and arrived at Owl’s| several who died on the way, arriving } 
at Rochester, Sangamon Oounty 
Ininoie, on December 19th, where 1 
spent the winter in providing for my 
family. 
I 


goed constitution — — 


ruff, and his wife Hannah, and son | but the a of both em- 

Jobs. This was the fulfillment of a| braced the Gospel, and I baptized 
most of their members. I received a 
Marsh, on the 16th of August, 1838 

, on the 16 ugust, 1 

informing me that I had been called 
by revelation to fill a vacancy in the 
guorum of the Twelve Apostles, in 
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THE CHURCH TEACHER. 


— — 


Tas gubject of the duties of the 
Teacher in the Church is one of 
interest. It would not be ing 
the truth of the position to assume 
that, speaking as a whole, they are 
very im 4 

e who accepts of the office of a 
Teacher should, by consulting the 
revelations on the subject, an 5 Ae 
prayerful spirit and reflection, 
come familiat with its obligations. 
He will thus be in a position to act 
with intelli 

The next step, to insure thorough- 
ness, is to allow no ordinary circum- 
stances to constitute an obstacle to 
povees him performing the duty he 

undertaken. 

It is the prerogative of the Teacher 
to be a peacemaker, and bring about 
a settlement of all disagreements and 
disputes between the Saints under 
his care, and where this is impracti- 
cable to report to the Bishop, that 
such cases may be adjudicated in the 
Court which is composed of the last 
named official and his Counselors. 
It is always the better way, however, 
to bring about reconciliation in the 
earlier stage. By this procedure the 
important element of unity in the 
Church is preserved and maintained. 

It is incumbent upon the same 
officer to see that the Saints “ meet 
often together,” or, in other words, 
that they attend meetings that they 
may be instructed in matters pertain- 
ing to the duties of their religion, 
partake of the Sacrament, etc., that 
the spirit of the Gospel may not lan- 
fish amongst them. In this way 
ife is infused throughout the body 
religious, 

One of the most important duties 
of the Teacher is to “see that no in- 
iquity exists in the Church.“ If pro- 
fersing Latter-day Saints are guilt 
of any of the grosser offenses, it is his 
duty to seek diligently to discover 
the fact and report to the Bishop, 
that the offender may be dealt with 
according to the covenants and com- 
mand ments, 

always der for the officer 
named to use gn influence to bring 
Sinners to repentance, and to take a 


— to prevent 
of the sheep the flock that — 


saved from being lost. In this way 
abominationa and every spesies of 
wickedness are eliminated and 

urity of the Church is maintained. 

his duty of the ‘Teacher of itself ex- 
hibits the importance of the offica 
Its duties lie at the root of matters, 
and without their performance the 
more advanced processes of the orga- 
nization cannot be fully operated. 

The spirit of peace must accom- 
pany the Teacher, and he must be an 
exemplification of the principles he 
should enunciate. Othe his 
operations will be practically without 
weight. It will be absurd and incon- 
sistent for him to advise the people 
to attend — if he perso 
absents himself from the gatherings 
of the Saints. If he bé an unobliging 
neighbor, quarrelsome and a k- 
biter, with what degree of compla- 


2 can lie reprove those who are 
in t 


e same way disposed? If he is 
unchaste, his instructions on per- 
sonal purity are but boomerangs that 
strike back upon himself, even if be 
is the only ons near acquainted with 
~' from the law of the 


The objects for which the office of 
Teacher was placed in the Church 
cannot be attained by the person who 
holds it going around his district in a 
+ ay as a — of form, to — 

im to su uently report that 
has gone thro e d and fouad 
all the S:ints about as usual.“ 

Entering the houses of the Saints 
and talking about the weather, the 
crops, business and other people's 
affairs, will not accomplish the de- 
sired end. 

When the Teacher enters the house 
of a Latter-day Sint, he should be 
given a cordial welcome. He may 
move in a bumble sphere, so far as 
the things of the world are concerned, 
but he is a servant of God, and as 
such he should be treated. 


He should be given an opportunity 


p duties of his culli 
d — cher 
be temporarily sus 


to perfor 
Househol 


tions 


— 


ed, and the bead of the house should 
call the members of the family toge- 
ther and to order, and inform the 
Teacher that they are ready to re- 
ceive whatever instructions he may 
be ready to impart. 

Doubtless if the duties of the 
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tly 
thoroughly and effectively rmed 
than they have been and the 
Church would be more vigorous and 
rd than it is to-day.— Ie Deseret 


Teacher were more intelli 
rf 
are, 


OUR PLANET’S POPULATION. 


—0 


HERE are some facts about the people 
who compose the population of the 
world. 

There are 3,064 languages in the 
world; its inhabitants profess more 
than 1,000 religions. 

The oumber of men is about equal 
to the number of women. The average 
of life is about 33 years. One-fourth 
die previous to the of 17. To 
every 1,000 persons, only one reaches 
100 years of life. To every 100, only 
six reach the age of 65, and not more 
than one in 500 lives to 80 years of 


There are on the earth 1,000,000,000 
inhabitants. Of these, 33,033,000 die 
every year, 91,824 every day, 3,730 
every hour, and 60 every minute, or 
one every second. 


The married are longer lived than 
the single, and above all, those who 
observe a sober, industrious conduct. 
Tall men live longer than short ones. 
Women have more chances of life in 
their favor previous to fifty years of 
age than men have, but fewer after- 
wa 

The number of marriages is in the 
proportion of 76 to every 1,000 indi- 
viduals, Marriages are more frequent 
after equinoxes—that is, during the 
months of June and December. 

Those born in spring are generally 
of more robust constitution than 
others. Births are more frequent by 
night than by day; also deaths. 

he number of men capable of 
ing arms is calculated at one- 
fourth of the population. 


THE POISON HABIT. 


— 


ALL poison habits are pr ive. 
Every time an individual —— in 
the use of a stimulant, whether opium, 
alcohol, cocoaine, quinine, &c., the 
habit gains strength. The dose must 
be repeated more frequently and in- 
creased in quantity. The popular 
language in which a habit is said to 
be “growing upon” a person is very 
expressive. In a very short time the 
system becomes so habituated to the 
use of these poisons that any attempt 
to withdraw them is followed by a 
tremendous commotion. Have you 
ever seen the man or woman who is 
accustomed to drink tea or coffee 
every morning, placed in circum- 
stances where it was impossible to 


obtain the accustomed beverage? The 
physical and mental nature of the 
person is completely changed. Lan- 
guid, stupid, sick, irritable, the system 
will not be satisfied until it has re- 
ceived its accustomed stimulant. And 
the tea and coffee habit is the mildest 
to overcome. The poisonous principle 
of tea is theine, a strong narcotic 
poison in its concentrated form. De- 
prive the tea leaves of this poison and 
no one would drink tea; it would be 
like so much steeped blades of grass. 
The poisonous principle of coffee is of 
much the same nature. But the tea 
and coffee habits are the mildest of 
the list.— H. C. Sricxngy, M. D., in 
St. Louis Mavazine. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
— — 
Bomar, April 8.— A great fire raged at Surat during Saturday and yesterday, several 
hundred houses being destroyed. The damage is estimated at twenty-five laks of 


rupees, 


— 
230 ͤͤ ²˙ Q 
—— 

—— 
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A great fire is reported from Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, which entailed a loss of half 
a million dollars. 


A terriffic storm raged in Virginia and Lower Maryland on the 7th inst., and several 
shipping disasters are reported from the coast. 


Heavy rains and floods prevailed on the 9th inst. in the districts of Tenbury, Mon- 
mouth, and Hereford, the rivers being in many places above the banks. 

New Yor, April 4.—Eight acres of lumber belonging to the Empire Lumber Com- 
pany at Hannibal, Missouri, have been burned down. The damage is estimated at 
$1,000,000. 

Serious military riots have recently occurred at Lichfield, being only quelled at the 
point of the bayonet, after an hour’s severe fighting between forty men of the Essex corps 
and a large number of roughs. 

Crry oF Mexico (via GaLvxsrox), March 11.—The roundhouse of the Culecan and 
Atlanta Railroad at Culecan was burned to-day, together with a locomotive and passen- 
ger car. Many of the shops have also been destroyed. Loss $300,000. 


Dover, N. H., March 22.—The City Hall building, containing the police station, all 
the city and county offices, police court room, aldermanic and council chambers, high 
school, cadets’ armory, and city opera house with a seating capacity for 1,000, were burned 
this morning. The amount of damage to the records in the vaults has not yet been 
ascertained. Two churches and several business houses are badly damaged. 


It appears from intelligence just to hand that some very severe storms have recently 
passed over the north-west district of Western Australia, causing tremendous havoc 
amongst the sheep farms, as well as other property. The fencing for miles round had 
been torn up, and in that district alone over 13,500 sheep had been destroyed, as well as 
a lot of valuable stock sheep. Apart from the heavy loss of sheep, the crops had been 
damaged and other property destroyed. 

A serious fire occurred at Savannah on Saturday night, the 6th inst. A large portion 
of the business quarter was burnt down, with a loss of $1,500,000. The fire department 
was i uate, and engines were sent from Charlesten and other cities by railway. The 
fire began in a haberdasher’s show window. A high wind carried the sparks and spread 
the fire. Among the buildings burnt were the Oddfellows’ Hall, the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, the Independent Presbyterian Church, the Guard’s Armoury, 
many large stores, and five private dwellings. Altogether fifty buildings were destroyed. 

The Wesleyan church at Workington, Cumberland, was completely destroyed by fire 
on Saturday, the 6th inst. The church had been rebuilt about five years ago, and a 
splendid organ which had recently been supplied was consumed.—Ely Railway Station 
was the scene of a disastrous fire on the same night, a long row of wooden buildings used 
for the storage of corn and sacks, two trucks laden with corn, and the goods office and 
goods shed being destroyed. Fire broke out early on the morning of the 7th inst. at the 
timber works of Messrs. Southern and Wheeldon, Manchester. The main building, three 
storeys high, with its valuable machinery and other contents, and a building where an 
extensive packing ease business was carried on, were destroyed. Liverpool Post. 

A terrible story is reported in connection with the Dakota prairie fire. A train near 
Mount Vernon dashed into the burning prairie hoping to outstrip the flames. It was 
found, however, that the fire was more extensive than supposed, and the position became 
so alarming that the engineer stopped the train with the object of retreating. This was 
found to be impossible, as the track had taken fire. After some terrible suspense, during 
which some of the passengers were much burnt, it was decided as the only possible hope 
to steam ahead. This was done, and the train ultimately brought through without loss of 
life. — Further advices from Dakota state that in the south-eastern districts of the State 
the prairie fires overwhelmed and destroyed the villages of Mount Vernon, Mount Plea- 


sant, Volin Olivet, and Pukwana, rend homeless hundreds of families. The young 
crops were buried beneath the f ing 44 $3, and replanting will be necessary. 
The damage is estimated at between $2,000,000 000,000. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 15, 1889. 


QU—Pb— An. — — 


THE REAL POINT AT ISSUE. 
— 


Qorrz a large proportion of the anti- Mormon” elements persistently allege 
that the religious system of the Latter-day Saints is objectionable to modern 
Christianity and the world in general, solely because it embraces the princi- 
ple of plural or celestial marriage. We do not purpose to enter into any dis- 
cussion at present respecting the marriage institution which is maintained 
by a limited number of the Saints, but remark in passing that objections 
against a Bible system of wedlock come with bad grace from people who 
pride themselves on being the children of faithful Abraham, and suggest 
that when they have fully purged their father’s name of the alleged odium 
of marrying more wives than one, the conditions will be a little more auspi- 
cious for finding fault with some of their brothers and sisters for emulating 
the example of the ancient friends of God.” 

It is a sad mistake, however, to suppose that the masses of the human 
family are reconciled to God on every question of morals and religion except- 
ing one. It overtaxes our credulity to believe that this world is sufficiently 
converted to the pure principles of godliness and heavenly virtue, and to the 
spiritual and celestial ways of the Almighty, to enable it to observe but one 
blemish in a complete system of righteous laws which is Divine. Such a 
condition of affuirs may be realized in the midst of a millennial glory; but it 
never has been, and never will be attained to in a world which is indisputably 
corrupt and ungodly. 

Those who think “ Mormonism” never would have encountered any great 
amount of opposition had it not been for the principle of plural marriage, 
utterly fail to comprehend the forces at work in this matter. The agitation 
on “Mormon” matrimonial affairs simply serves as a cloak to cover other 
designs, as we shall hereafter see. 

The assault against the Church is made on the line of the marriage ques- 
tion because it seems to offer at present the greatest prospect for the success 
of hostile effort. The Saints in general are less firmly united on this princi- 
ple than on many others belonging to the Gospel, and it is hoped by our 
enemies that this circumstance will conduce largely, if not suctessfully, to 
bring about its renuticiation by the people in a Church capacity. Such aa 
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act would be tantamount to an apostasy, and the consequent destruction of 
the power and authority of the priesthood would be consummated. This is 
the great object aimed at. 

That the question of marriage among the Saints can not be justly charge- 
able with arousing more than a proportionate share of anti-“ Mormon” anti- 
pathy, is evident from the fact that popular hatred against us as a people 
was just as violent before the law of plural marriage was revealed as it was 
after that event. This fact is notorious. If there were any phase of the 
“ Mormon” question which could be used at present more successfully to in- 
flame public prejudice and fanaticism against us, no one need suppose it 
would not be made to do duty forthwith. The correctness of this assertion 
is supported by facts of history. Not many years have rolled into the eter- 
nities since it was almost universally regarded as sacrilegious, if not blasphe- 
mous, to teach the doctrine of continued and immediate revelation from 
heaven, and there were not lacking pious zealots who thought they were 
doing God’s service by imbruing their hands in the blood of their fellows who 
dared to believe in and advocate the unpopular doctrine. But with millions 
of spiritualists at present in the United States and elsewhere, the old pious 
war-cry against personal communication with the spirit world can not be 
made to subserve the same purposes which it did formerly, and hence we 
hear less and still less of it in these later times. It was this principle of im- 
mediate revelation from God which aroused the first great anti-“ Mormon” 
agitation, nor was it allowed to lapse into comparative forgetfulness until 
something was forthcoming which was found to be more effectual in exciting 
the basest and most merciless of human passions. When, however, the op- 
portune moment arrived there was a change of tactics. 

The next war-cry was founded on the question of human freedom. In all 
sobriety, which made the hideous burlesque more conspicuous, the new com- 
plaint against the Saints was set forth by the free citizens of an alleged free 
country who assembled in convention at a town called Liberty, in Missouri. 
This assembly of freemen set forth that the “Mormons” “ were eastern men, 
whose manners, habits, customs, and even dialect, are essentially different 
from our own. They are non-slaveholders, and opposed to slavery, which in 
the peculiar period, when abvlitionixm has reared its deformed and haggard 
visage in our land, is well calculuted to excite deep and abiding prejudice in 
any community where slavery is tolerated and protected.” 

Thus it appears that in a land avowedly dedicated to the cause of human 
liberty, the Saints became odious and were made to suffer untold hardships 
and privations because they espoused the cause of universal freedom for 
mankind. Such things read more like the vagaries of a mind diseased than 
the stern realities of history. This same charge against the “ Mormons” is 
no longer agitated, because it is not now well calculated to excite deep and 
abiding prejudice in any community.” If it had not lost this acceptable and 
prized feature in the eye of the anti- Mormon” agitators, it would not be 
allowed to lapse into oblivion. Satan is wise enough to employ his best in- 
struments against the cause of God, and he has a knack of always selecting 
men with natural aptitude to operate with them. 

A further objectionable feature of the latter-day movement, and which was 
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made quite prominent in earlier days, was based upon the doctrine and 
practice of “gathering.” The Saints assembled from all quarters of the 
world and devoted their energies to building up communities of their own. 
There was nothing in such proceediugs which should justly provoke the wrath 
of a Christian nation. If the “Mormons” were the vile and disreputable 
people their enemies represented them, the exodus of so many dangerous 
persons from moral communities should have been looked upon as an un- 
mitigated blessing, and every facility should have been afforded to aid, and 
make general the migratory movement. In opposing it, however, our ene- 
mies gave the lie direct to their own charges of gross immorality against the 
“Mormon” people, or they may be considered as being in sympathy with 
vice and corruption, since they were strenuously opposed to having the 
alleged, vicious classes depart and live in isolated communities by themselves. 

Other specific charges have been made from time to time against this peo- 
ple, but none of them have ever directly embraced the real cause of antagon- 
ism which exists between the Church and the world. This, all shall ulti- 
mately discover, arises from the principle of the priesthood which the Al- 
mighty has restored to the earth. So long as men do not possess legitimate 
authority to minister in the ordinances of the Gospel, the Gospel must prac- 
tically be no more than a theoretical system of religion, and consequently no 
one can be saved by it. We are not left to conjecture in regard to the real 
issue between the opposing powers of good and evil, but may readily under- 
stand the situation by reference to the description of one of the wonders 
which St. John the Revelator saw in apocalyptic vision. He speaks of it as 
follows: ¢ 

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the 
sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 
stars: and she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be 
delivered. And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a 
great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon 

is heads. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did 
cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was 
ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born (Rev. 
xii, 1—4). 

In this symbolical representation the woman stands for the true and apos- 
tolical Church of God, while the anti-Christian power appears in the form of 
a great, red dragon. It will be observed that the woman herself, or the 
Church, is not that against which the dragon is specially disposed to exert 
his power of destruction; but the chief object of his animosity is the man- 
child which should be born. Who, or what this child is, has greatly puzzled 
the learned theologians of the world. Some of them imagine that Christ is 
meant; and others that some great friend of the Church is signified. All 
such views are manifestly erroneous. With respect to the first one, Scrip- 
ture in a number of passages represents Christ as the husband of the woman 
or Church, and hence He must be the father of the man-child which was to 
come forth. The proposition is too absurd for serious consideration, that a 
son should be his own father, and hence Christ can not be intended. Nor 
can any individual of purely earthly urigin be meant, for the parentage of the 
child is wholly celestial and Divine. None of the difficulties alluded to will 
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appear if we consider that the man-child represents the priesthood. This 
comes through the Church, and has God for its author. It is in every sense 
Divine. It is the ruling power in the Church and kingdom of God, and is 
given for the very purpose for which the child was to have a being, viz: to 
rule, to hold power, and to officiate in the ordinances of the Gospel of the 
Son of God. 

Such in brief, is the correct interpretation of this sacred symbolism; and 
those who have read the vision of St. John and understand it cannot be 
deceived by any of the false pretenses which are set up from time to time by 
the enemies of this work. Their primary object is the same as that of the 
dragon, which is, to destroy the power and authority of the Priesthood of 
God on the earth; and there is little doubt that ere long the true issue will 
be squarely made. The indications point in that direction already, and upon 
that question the fiercest conflict will probably be waged. Let each one, by 
continually striving to magnify his office and calling in the Priesthood, pre- 
pare himself to meet, without fear before God, the most determined assaults 
of our foes. The issue of the conflict is certain, and the wicked shall know 
that the Lord reigneth in Zion. B. 


Book Noricz.—A new, cheap edition of the Volck or WARNING is now 
in the hands of the binder, and will be ready for delivery in about two weeks, 
The work will be bound in cloth and retailed at the remarkably low price of 
6d. Those wishing copies may order them from any of the Conference Presi- 
dents, Traveling Elders, or other authorized Book Agents. Orders may also 
be sent direct to the Liverpool Office. This little work is so well known 
generally that it is scarcely necessary to call the attention of our readers to 
the character of its contents, which are invaluable to every seeker after truth. 
It has been the means of leading many souls to Christ, and there is no way 
in which the Saints can do more good in a quiet and inexpensive way than 
by giving a copy of this work to a friend. The low price brings it within 
reach of all. | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


— —0— — 


Norwich, April 2, 1889. 
President George Teasdale. 

Dear Brother, — I can say we feel 
well in our labors and are in good 
spirits, for we are meeting with some 
encouragement. Since I last wrote 
to you we have added seven members 
to the fold of Obrist, and, thanks be 
to our heavenly Father, we meet with 
friends who treat us well. These in- 
clude both Saints and those who have 
not as yet identified themselves with 
us. We have an appointment to ad- 
minister the ordinance of baptism to 
three persons to-morrow, and there is 
a fair prospect of more in the near 
future. The Saints feel well, and, as 


a rule, are doing all they can to assist 


* the work of God. We feel glad 


to hear of more help coming to assist 
us in our missionary operations. 
Brother Sears will be with us in a 
short time. We feel well paid for 
our labours, for the Lord is giving us 
our hire in souls. We have good 
meetings, and feel we are in the right 
place. 

It is expected that about twenty of 
the Saints will go to Zion with the 
first company, und they are anxious 
to be on their journey. We will write 
you again in a few days. 

With kind regards to all at “ 42,” 
I remain your brother in the cause of 
truth, 


James THOMPSON. 


i 
| 
| 
| 
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MINUTES OF THE LEEDS CONFERENCE 


HELD AT THE CENTRAL HALL, UNION STREET, HALIFAX, SUNDAY, 
MARCH 31, 1889. 


Fir on the Stand: Elder Thos. 
W. Brook bank, of the Liverpool Offi 
Henry Tuckett, President of, an 
Heber H. Thomas, R H. Hunter, 
Abrabam Maw and Joseph Ecker=ley, 
Traveling Elders in the Leeds Con- 


ference. 
10 30 a.m. 

Elder Eckersley being called to 

address the meeting, said the present 
age was similar to that in which the 
ante - diluvians lived. The people 
having hardened their hearts against 
God, were void of the light of the 
Holy Spirit, and, as a natural conse- 
quence, rejected the servants of God, 
accusing them of imposture, immo- 
rality and crime. Spoke for a short 
time upon the character of the “ Mor- 
mon” people. 
Elder Thomas deemed it a pleasure 
to lift up his voice in defense of the 
principles of eternal truth. No 
sooner had the Gospel been restored 
and the visions of heaven opened to 
the prophet of the nineteenth century, 
than persecution followed. He dwelt 
for a short time upon the history of 
the Church, the sufferings, privations 
and persecutions endured by the 
Saints for conscience sake. 

Elder Maw next addressed the 
meeting. He bad been sent to preach 
the Guspel of Jesus Christ, and not 
the doctrines of men. radition 
teaches there are many ways to hea- 
ven; Jesus taught there was but one 
way. Tbe speaker showed the in- 
consistencies of the religions estab- 
lished by men, and the necessity for 
God to reveal the true plan of salva- 
tion. He bore a faithful testimony 
to — 7 truth of the great latter-day 


President Tuckett said that God in 
every age of the world had chosen 
the wenk things of the earth to ac- 
complish His t and mighty pur- 
poses. The Eiders were sent to 
as messengers of light, and they bad 
to battle with error and superstition 
on every hend, but the 
the Spirit of God by whi 
for their labors. 


ey were 
q 


3 p.m. 

The Sacrament was 
by Elders Hunter and Maw. 3 
Elder Eckersley read the statistical 

rts, 

resident Tuckett then presented 
the general and local authorities of 
the Church, all of whom were sus- 
tained by unanimous vote. 

Elder Hunter rejoiced in the privi- 
lege of once more bearing bis testi- 
mony. He had been born in Utah, 
and nurtured by “Mormon” parents. 
From hie youth — he had been taught 
the principles of truth, virtue and 
righteousness, and to suffer wro 
rather than do wrong. Touch 
briefly upon the first principles of the 
Gospel, and bore a strong testimony. 

Elder Thomas said it was with a 
degree of embarrassment that he 
arose to address the meeting. Read 
from Amos viii, 11, 12, and gave a 
very interesting discourse upon the 
— and the restoration of the 


pol. 
President Tuckett followed, givi 
a few words of counsel and 2 
tion. 


re 


6 p.m. 

Elder Brookbank, on being intro- 
duced, expressed himself as highly 
pleased in meeting with the Saints of 
the Leed’s Conference. The Saints 
were disappointed on account of the 
non-attendance of President Teasdale, 
who had been called to labor in the 
inte rest of God's work elsewhere, and 
could not possibly be present. He 
then spoke at some length upon vari- 
ous principles of truth, and closed b 
exhorting the Saints to diligence 
good Works, 

Elder Eckersley related bis experi- 
ence among the Latter-day Saints, 
and bore a powerful testimony, ex- 
sorting the people to pray unto God 
for light and intelligence in order that 
they might comprehend princi- 
ples of life and sx») vation. 

President Tuckett made a few 


extensively 


closing remarks. 


The Conference was 
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advertized, and d the day 120) and an excellent spirit prevailed. 
strangers were in attendance. Quitea Joszrn Eoxersiey, Clerk. 
number of Saints were also present., 


SAVING MURDEREBS. 


Not a great while ago three murder- | trap falls and the noose tightens, there 


ers were baptized into the church at 
the jail in — = a — 
paper expresses it, amid the resound- 
ing voices of the Christian Associa- 
tion.“ Doubtless the men and 
women who interest themselves for 
the conversion of criminals think they 
are serviog God and man by inducing 
the scoundrels to profess Christianity 
and unite with the chu and per- 
haps they are so serving. But there 
are lots of really good people in this 
world who will never be brought to 
believe that a redhanded murderer 
will go direct to the bosom of Abra- 
ham, no matter how many times he 
may be baptized nor how earnestly he 
may profess belief in Christ. There 
are scores of men and women 
who look upon these prison conver- 
sions and scaffold confessions of faith 
as tendiog to lessen true faith in reli- 
gion and to bring the — ps of Christ 


into ridicule. ese 1 may 
be in error, but they will persist in 
reasoning that if a man can lead a life 
of crime, culminating in murder, and 
thea secure salvation and a place on 
the right hand of the Almighty b 

prof Jesus before the scaffol 


is rank inconsistency in the teachings 
and exhortations of Christianity, and 
in the very theory of the religion. 

the doctrine were correct we are not 
certain that a very considerable per- 
centage of those who are Christians 
and who have lived consistent Chris- 
tian lives, would no: sever their con- 
nection with the church, deny their 
belief and do what they could to reach 
another place than that to which the 
enthusiasts are sending souls direct 
from the gallows. Taere are good 
people who abhor murderers and 
other criminals here, and if they 
thought they wouldu't do the same 
thing in the next world they would 
d the thought of entering heaven. 
If deathbed repentance shall avail, 
and if a confession of faith which 


comes from threat, force, or terror is 


valid there should be a reconstruction 
of the theory and practice of the 
Christian religion, based on the pro- 
mise of salvation as a reward for pro- 
fession rather than for action, and 
eliminating punishment in the next 
world for anything done in this — 


JUST MY IDEA. 


Wuy! Are you a “Mormon!” Yes, 
and thank you. And why not? Is not 

is my privi if I so elect? Or 
am I to ask in this age, and in this 
nation, leave of my superiors, my 
rulers, or my peers? 

Are you offend+d because I pro- 
claim myself a Mormon !“ Does it 
affect your faith, or religion, or morals, 
or prosperity? I think not. I am 


not particularly affected or afflicted 


different to 


and insist that 
that which meets your 


diverse creeds in Christendom ; I am 
satisfied if you are. 

And there is abundant room for us 
all within this Republic? room for 
our theories, our experiments and our 

I am not anxious to interfere 
with you; why should take time 
and seek opportunity to interfere with 
me? I have not coveted your wealth, 
your churches, your ministers, or any- 
thing that you If they minis- 
ter to your spiritual life, your mental 
appetite, your worldly honor and 
profit, I do not want to pick a q 
i you shall re 


eosophist or 
countless sects or accept any of the 


and does I may even con- 
sider mine the best faith, the best 
religion; but because you fail to see 
it, I do not question your sanity or 
even impugn your judgment or your 
right; and there is a possibility that 
I have taken some pains to canvass the 
subject, that I have used reason, ana- 
lysis, comparison, and tested by ac- 
cepted standards the thoughts and 
principles which constitutes me a 

Mormon.” Mind, I would not say 
you have not done likewise ; you also 
might be able to give “a reason for 
the hope that is in you,” and your 
faith like mine may have grown from 
mental process and such research as 
you chose to exercise. Still we are 
equal, my rights are not impaired, 
your privileges are not curtailed, and 
as I think, “to our own Master we 
stand or fall.” — 

But you “Mormons” have strange 
ideas, you are not like us;” then, 
„the whole world charges you with 
ignorance, superstition, and crime; 
you believe in Prophets, you multiply 
wives, you thin ourselves the 
ee of God.” Well, if this 
were all true, does it jeopardise your 
ministers, your families, or shut you 
out from the divine favor? Are you 
less intelligent, less progressive, less 

because a few cranks (as you 

term us) live in the same nation, 
breathe the same air, and sustain the 
same Constitution? Why, you have 
the irrepressible “nigger,” the omni- 
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present son of Erin, the mon pro- 
duct of clan and nation an — 
saying nothing of the native races an 
the “Simon Pure American ;” are 
these so free from objectionable 
theories, practices, and intentions, 
that you only see danger where peace 
dwells, and give toleration spontane- 
ously and unstinted save to the 
thrifty, intelligent, and progressive 
“ Mormon 

If to cherish some vagary is to be 
the excuse for depriving men of free- 
dom, of political power, to make them 
subjects of proscription, to brand them 
as traitors, and to condemn them all 
unheard, who then indeed is safe? 
An able writer once said that “ every 
man is insane upon some point;” we 
might condone your insanity, but in 
this respect you must condone ours; 
and perchance ours is of that t 
which persists in the assertion t 
“we are right,” you are just as mad 
as we, for in declaring that we are 
in the wrong you also exhibit the 
same madness, in the claim that you 
are right. 

What do you say to a flag of truce, 
to a cessation of hostilities? If you 
are right, may be we are wrong. If 
we are right, of course you are in the 
wrong. You can afford, as we can, to 
allow mutual endeavor in an a 
rently undetermined cause, or as Mil- 
ton says, “So Truth be in the field, 
let her and falsehood 1 
torial in Zion s Home Monthly. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarised from Territorial Papers. ) 

Apostle Wilford Woodruff has been appointed President of the Church. 

The visitors to Salt Lake City are daily increasing in number, and travel 
on the railroads is correspondingly good. 

Violets were in full bloom in Salt Lake City on the 23rd ult., and bunches 
were gathered each day from the out-door flower gardens. 

There is a movement on foot in Logan to incorporate a large company to 
engage in the breeding of thoroughbred horses; also to engage in buying and 


selling horses on an extensive scale. 


Machinery has been ordered and is expected to arrive in a few days from 
Ohio, for the sinking of a large number of wells in Tooele valley. This 


enterprise is being carried out by the Iowa colony which 
fifteen sections near Grantsville last fall. 


took up about 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 339 


Logan branch Z. C. M. L contemplates erecting, this summer, a two-storey 
building adjoining the south side of the present building. The new building 
will be fireproof, and will be rented for stores and offices, 


Saltair shale, said to be another fourm uf cement, is being hauled to Salt 
Lake City and tested. It is finding its way into the Tithing-yard and to other 
points, where it is sure to have abundant opportunity to be well tested. 


The Utah and Northern Railway is distributing heavy railway iron between 
Ogden and Pocatello. Broad gauge ties are also being deposited in some 
places. It is known that the live will be made broad gauge before long. 


The orchard owners of Brigham City, which includes most of the people, 
have regarded the early opening of spring with a great deal of suspicion, and 
much speculation has been indulged in as to the probability of Jack Frost’s 
paying us a visit. List year his visit cost the entire fruit crop. The rain at 
present is doing good work ; but should a hard frost follow on its beels, what 
would the harvest be? 


The scarcity of snow during the past winter, together with a lengthy dura- 
tion of fine dry weather for the last few months, caused the grinning coun- 
tenance of stockmen to be met by a scowl on that of the farmer. A few 
weeks ago, however, ushered in the long-looked-for moisture, which, giving 
to the country a thorough drenching, restored the facile equilibrium, and 
consequently the general good humor. 


One of the pleasant signs of the times is the advance in the price of the 
Provo Woolen Mills stock, the shares now being firm at $31, whereas a little 
while ago they were selling at $4 or $5 less. The Herald is pleased with 
this, for it indicates another success in the field of manufacture, to which 
Utah must look for the large share of her wealth and prosperity. It also 
tells that our people are practicing more than ever that wise economy and that 
intelligent financiering which encourage and support home enterprises and 
local industries. 

The first contract on the Salt Lake, Nevada, and Utah Railroad, which 
starts from the great coal beds of Summit County for California, was let last 
week, and already a large force of men are working at Lake Point, twenty 
miles west of Salt Lake City. The intention is to get the line to the Beach 
completed in time for the bathing séason, then from both ends the road will 
be rapidly pushed to completion. The main object of this line is to seek a 
coast market for its immense coal deposits, but it will prove a great factor 
to Utah in giving transportation to the ores of the West now inaccessible. 
Thousands of men will soon line the survey to build as rapidly as money can 
build it. 

That the Utah Central people have decided to build to the coast is beyond 

uestion ; that both owners of the local road and the managers of the great 
nion Pacific system have agreed that the work should be dune is beyond 
doubt. And it has been binted in certain quarters that the only reason why 
dirt has not commenced to fly ere this is, because of a disagreement between 
the two companies “us to terms.” That all disagreements will be brushed 
aside within the next two weeks is almost certain, and we may expect some 


interesting developments not only at the coming meeting to be held in Boston, 
but also at the meeting of the Utah Central stockholders, which occurs on 


Saturday next.— Salt Herald, March. 
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